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WE’RE OPEN

Local student wins third 
in Wisconsin Civics Games

editorial contest
By Brian Huber

bhuber@conleynet.com
262-513-2674

CEDARBURG — A Cedar-
burg student is among the
winners recognized in the
inaugural Wisconsin Civics
Games Editorial Writing &
Cartoon Contest, which
were announced earlier this
month.

Tessa Tolomeo, who will
be a sophomore at Cedar-
burg High School in the fall,
won third place in the Wis-
consin Civics Games High
School Editorial Writing
Contest for her editorial,
“Don’t take the First
Amendment for granted.”

The Wisconsin Civics
Games, a project of the Wis-
consin Newspaper Associa-
tion Foundation, were
designed to increase civic
education and engagement
while in-person events were
on hold during the pandem-
ic, according to the WNA
website. For the contest
started this year, students
were asked to discuss their
opinions on the First
Amendment through edito-
rial writing or an editorial
cartoon.

Tolomeo said her mother
shared with her a link about
the contest, and she wrote
her entry.

“I’ve written letters to the
editor before about the mask
mandate at the high school
so it was another opportuni-
ty for me to express my opin-
ions and feelings,” she said.

When asked why she
thought the First Amend-
ment was so important,
Tolomeo said, “It’s just
something not many people
think about that often. I feel
people should really think
about what it would be like
if we don’t have it. It’s just
something I am passionate
about because I am one to
voice my opinion when

things are not great or not
good.”

She added it’s a crucial
right for all Americans.

“It’s important to every-
body. Just thinking about
what it’s like to get those
rights taken away, it’s just
not something that’s very
nice to think about.
Whether you are at school
or work, you know you have
those rights and you can use

them to do what you believe
is the right thing.”

For her winning essay,
Tolomeo received a check
for $100, which she said she
is saving for college.

Tolomeo, 15, said she
wants to go to college to get
a law degree. She said she
enjoys being part of the
mock trial program at her
school. Tolomeo also partici-
pates in Student Council,
was president of her fresh-
man class last year, made
the first semester honor roll,
and also is involved in fenc-
ing and the girls golf team,
the next season of which
gears up next month.

“That went well,” she
said. “I really enjoyed golf-
ing with all the other girls,
from different schools as
well. I got to know a lot of
people.”

She also works at Arm-
bruster Jewelers in Cedar-
burg. She is the daughter of
Justin and Stacy Tolomeo of
Cedarburg.

To read Tessa
Tolomeo’s winning edi-
torial, see Page 5A.
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Tessa Tolomeo, an incoming sophomore at Cedarburg High
school, won third place in the Wisconsin Civics Games High
School Editorial Writing Contest.

M-T schools recall 
organizers about halfway

to their goal

By Lisa Curtis
Special to the News Graphic

MEQUON — Organizers of
the effort to recall four mem-
bers of the Mequon-
Thiensville School Board say
they are about halfway to
their goal of 4,200 signatures
for each member.

Amber Schroeder, one of
the parent organizers, said
that total is about right given
the group’s deadline. They
have until Aug. 20, or 60 days
from their June 21 filing.

“We just need to keep the
momentum going,” Schroed-
er said.

Board members named in
the recall are Wendy Fran-
cour, Erik Hollander, Akram
Khan and Chris Schultz.
Organizers, many of whom
have also spoken out against
the district’s mask and social
distancing policies, say the

board members have given
too much authority to MTSD
Superintendent Matthew
Joynt in handling the pan-
demic.

The group also said that
information released by the
district suggests a significant
drop in academic perfor-
mance districtwide while
spending has increased.

The district has previously
told the News Graphic that it
is aware of concerns about
student achievement but has
referred people to its website
for information and context
about achievement data, and
has said in a statement it
remains focused on planning
for the next school year.

The group said they have
candidates ready to run
should they be successful in
getting enough signatures for
a recall election.

Members of the group have
been circulating their peti-
tions throughout the commu-
nity, prompting a statement
from Mequon Mayor John
Wirth on just where signa-
tures can be collected. Wirth,
on his website

https://wirth4mequon.com/,
said he has received many
calls and emails about signa-
tures being gathered in front
of the library and communi-
ty pool.

Many are unhappy with it,
Wirth said, while others are
upset that signs and banners
are not allowed.

“People have the right to
collect signatures or pass out
literature on public property.
Those are free speech and
gathering rights guaranteed
under the Constitution,”
Wirth said, also stressing in
his message that the city
takes no position on any can-
didate or recall petition.

Mequon ordinances do,
however, prohibit posting
signs or banners on public
property. The ordinance is
not directed at political activ-
ities and thus is legal, Wirth
said. The sign prohibitions do
not apply to those carried by
people; people may carry
protest or advocacy signs.

“The city and Police
Department have been con-
sistent in enforcing these
standards,” Wirth said.

Kapco hosting free country
music concert Friday 

GRAFTON — Kapco will
host a concert Friday for
anyone who serves their
community, whether it be a
firefighter, nurse, bus driv-
er, nonprofit employee or
in other ways.

The Live at the Lot series
will feature an all-country
lineup of Tyler Farr, Pryor
& Lee and Matt Wynn. It
will be held at the corner of
Highway 60 and Cheyenne
Avenue. Free parking and
shuttle buses will be avail-

able at Grafton High
School, 1950 Washington
Street.

Gates open at 5 p.m. and
music begins at 6 p.m., end-
ing at 10 p.m.

Attendees should bring
their own chairs, but not
their own food or drink.
Food and beverages will be
available for sale, with a
portion benefiting Home-
town Heroes, a free week-
long summer camp for chil-
dren who lost a parent or

sibling who served in the
U.S. military.

This concert is sponsored
by Kapco and provided free
of charge. RSVPs are
encouraged and can be
made by going to
https://bit.ly/3hLHlHo.

Concert organizers will
be raising money for Camp
Hometown Heroes and
Camp Reunite, a free pro-
gram for children who
have an incarcerated par-
ent.

Group has until
Aug. 20 to get

signatures


