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School boards 
should be nonpartisan

To the editor:
There is a national movement surg-

ing in our country to politicize school
boards. It is not unique to Mequon.
The current school board recall effort
underway in Mequon is supported by
the Patriots of Oz, a far-right conser-
vative group who have laid out their
plan to put candidates in as many
elected positions as possible in Ozau-
kee County, its municipalities and its
school boards. The recall effort cites a
need for new district leadership, false-
ly claiming that our schools are fail-
ing and that the board violates Wis-
consin state statutes. Our leadership
is ethical, high-functioning, and
focused on our students. Our schools
ARE excellent.  

With increasing division in our com-
munity, I hope to keep our school
board nonpartisan and focused on our
students, not politics. 

Stephanie Theirl
Thiensville

Recall effort not 
who we are

To the editor:
The pandemic has been a new expe-

rience for everyone in education
nationwide, demanding creative solu-
tions to meet a new set of challenging
issues. I feel the district has handled
these challenges well in a constantly
changing environment. Some of the
decisions have been controversial, but
necessary policy decisions in a fluid
environment won’t satisfy everyone.

In the past, the school district has
dealt with controversy in a profession-
al manner. One example involved a
student at Oriole Lane School who had
HIV/AIDS. Acting on misinformation
and ill-founded fear, some parents
wanted the child removed from
school. Fortunately, a doctor with a
child in the same grade provided fac-
tual medical information at a special
parents’ meeting that alleviated the
fear.

Although this was not a pandemic
and happened 30 years ago, it has
some parallels. The solution was not
to politicize the situation. It was to
apply careful study and analysis. We
have done this before and we can do it

again.
The recall position is misleading —

based on dog-whistle assertions and
misinformation that serves no posi-
tive purpose. It is divisive and will
increase costs and create operational
problems. But even worse, if success-
ful, the recall would deprive the com-
munity of the policy expertise needed
to support our school district. This
expertise has a steep and long learn-
ing curve, and is not easily replaced.  

This type of punitive effort to recall
four School Board members is not
who we are.

Neil Trilling
Thiensville

Independent candidate
seeks your vote 
for governor

To the editor:
Division and dependence are being

used as political strategies to grow the
size and scope of government. Our
fundamental rights are under assault.
I’m no politician, but the risks to our
democracy have never been greater
and I cannot sit on the sidelines. In
April, I declared my candidacy as an
independent for governor of Wiscon-
sin.

Both parties have disqualified them-
selves from our support by focusing
on power and control and rarely pro-
ducing outcomes that matter to us.
Career politicians have replaced citi-
zen legislators. 

I will govern from basic principles
that are critical to a free society:

Truth
Freedom. Government exists to

protect our freedom and must have the
consent of the governed to be legiti-
mate. I will not be a regulator and
don’t believe government is the
answer to most questions.

Self-sufficiency. Dependence and
entitlement are destroying people.

Personal accountability. With a
dream and determination, the possi-
bilities are endless for all of us. We are
responsible for our choices. Victim-
hood is not an excuse for failure. The
government can help us realize our
dreams by staying out of our way.

The governor is the chief executive
of the state. To be effective, the
bureaucracy must be managed in a

way that creates the conditions for cit-
izens to live the lives they want to live.
Expertise is required.

I am coming out of retirement as a
hospital administrator of nearly 30
years and a critical care clinical nurse
specialist with 10 years’ clinical prac-
tice. My track record of producing
outcomes that were among the best in
the country is long, public and mea-
surable.

Candidates in this race will tell you
about all the great things they’ll do for
you. Competence is not about what we
will do, but what we’ve achieved. I
have the character, competence and
courage to lead.

Joan Ellis Beglinger
Cross Plains

The fight over 
voter reform

To the editor:
Biden said voter integrity laws are

“The 21st century Jim Crow assault,
(Voter ID laws are the new slavery).”
The Ripon League of Women voters
hosted a John Lewis Memorial in
Rotary Square to celebrate the Demo-
crat’s death one year ago. Democrats
are constantly bringing back our
nation’s painful history of racism and
segregation for their own advantage;
claiming Voter ID laws will restrict
voting to minorities. The Voting
Rights Act of 1965 that Democrat John
Lewis is famous for, Congress
renewed in 2006 and in 2013 the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled part of it uncon-
stitutional.

Since the November election, 17
more states have enacted new laws
that prevent fraud around casting bal-
lots and running elections. In an effort
to keep Texas from becoming the 18th,
Democrats in the state legislature ille-
gally fled to Washington, D.C. to stop
the vote. They’re lobbying for bill H.R.
1, which would federalize elections
and end the filibuster.

The Democrat-controlled House
passed H.R. 1, “For the People Act of
2021,” a bill that will enshrine corrupt
election processes into law, giving the
federal government power over the
states’ election processes. The single
most dangerous piece of legislation
we’ve seen in decades.

Sallie Helmer
Ripon
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“I learned a long time ago that
there is something worse than

missing the goal, and that’s not
pulling the trigger.” 

— Mia Hamm
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SOUND OFF

By Sen. Duey Stroebel

News flash — Wisconsin schools are flush with cash.
Whether some K-12 administrative bureaucrats under-
stand that or not is perhaps open to question given
some recent public rhetoric lamenting — incorrectly
— that schools are underfunded. As wildly inaccurate
as the complaint is, it is certainly true to form because
no amount of money is ever enough for some school
officials.

The Republican Legislature increased equalization
aid AND categorical aid in the state budget. Equaliza-

tion aid is distributed below the levy limit
— meaning it has the effect of increasing
the state’s share of school spending and
reducing local property taxes. The Repub-
lican budget that Gov. Tony Evers just
signed into law increases equalization aid
by $520 million.

Categorical aid on the other hand, is
distributed above the levy limit, meaning
the money does not count against a school

district’s total property tax levy. The Republican bud-
get included $128 million in new categorical spending,
$89 million of which was for special needs education.

In the second half of the new two-year state budget,
the state portion of total K-12 spending will rise to
two-thirds of all costs. That’s a benchmark figure, not
met for years, that K-12 bureaucrats have long touted
as a good balance between state and local funding for
education. For perspective, Wisconsin taxpayers
annually spend about $13.5 billion on K-12 schools, or
an average of approximately $15,798.77 per student
statewide.

State funds spent on K-12 education have increased
22% since 2013, a rate that exceeds the 13% inflation

over the same period. These increas-
es have occurred simultaneously to
declining school enrollment as the
statewide student population contin-
ues to shrink year over year accord-
ing to the Department of Public
Instruction.

In addition to a steadily increasing
state investment in K-12, a series of
federal COVID relief bills in
Congress will collectively give Wis-
consin schools an incredible windfall
of $2.6 billion. This money, which
started becoming available in 2020,
may be spent through the end of 2024.
Using current statewide pupil enroll-
ment figures, the federal money rep-
resents $3,042 per student.

Even taking out the “few large dis-
tricts” which received huge sums,
the statewide average after removing
Milwaukee, Madison, Kenosha,
Racine and Green Bay is $1,643 per
student. That is a historic cash infu-
sion for our K-12 schools. This mas-
sive influx of federal money cannot
be ignored when allocating state tax-
payer resources to our schools. Wis-
consin always re-examines our on-
going needs during each state budget.
We will again during our next budget
in 2023.

School districts have a remarkable amount of flexi-
bility in deciding how they want to spend the money.
The DPI told administrators around the state the
funds may be used for capital improvements, COVID-
related costs and operational expenses, including K-12
salaries and benefits, which typically makes up about
80% of school district expenditures. So broad are the
options that Milwaukee is holding open public forums
to gather ideas on how to spend their funds. 

Wisconsin schools are hardly cash-strapped. What
they need are competent administrators and finance
personnel who can help them navigate the numerous
funds available to them, and not cry wolf to the hard-
working taxpayers of Wisconsin. 

(Sen. Duey Stroebel, R-Saukville, represents the 20th
Assembly District, covering parts of Ozaukee, Wash-
ington, Sheboygan, Fond du Lac and Calumet counties,
and serves on the budget-writing Joint Finance Com-
mittee. He can be reached at 608-266-7513 or via email at
Sen.Stroebel@legis.wisconsin.gov.)
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(Editor’s note: This essay by Cedar-
burg High School student Tessa
Tolomeo won third place in the Wis-
consin Civics Games High School Edi-
torial Writing & Cartoon Contest, a
project of the Wisconsin Newspaper
Association Foundation. The winners
were announced earlier this month.
View the full list of winners at
https://wnanews.com/2021/07/01/wis-
consin-civics-games-contest-winners-
announced.

By Tessa Tolomeo 

The First Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution, ratified in 1791, pro-
tects five freedoms. The amendment
states that “Congress shall make no
law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exer-
cise thereof; or abridging the freedom
of speech, or of the press; or the right
of the people peaceably to assemble,
and to petition the Government for a
redress of grievances.” These 230-
year-old freedoms, essential to our
democracy, are often taken for grant-
ed. We as Americans need to under-
stand how they continue to allow us

to live in a free society. If we do not,
we may lose not only them but all of
our freedoms. 

The freedoms given to us by the
Constitution are ingrained in our
daily lives. Every American should
take some time to think about why
the Founding Fathers even wrote the
First Amendment. The First Amend-
ment helps guarantee our freedoms.
Citizens in non-democratic countries
like Saudi Arabia, China, Vietnam,
North Korea, and Jordan are being
threatened and harmed since they do
not have these freedoms. These gov-
ernments do not afford their citizens
the same rights of expression. The
people of these countries are denied a
voice, women/religious minorities
are discriminated against, punish-
ment is inhumane, and they are not
acknowledged as an active part of
their government. 

The Founding Fathers did not want
the United States to be like these
countries. By having the First
Amendment, we can be protected
from oppression. Citizens of the Unit-
ed States do not have to live with the
recurring fear of not having the right
to express their thoughts, and the

media is allowed to report on issues
without censure. Citizens also are
free to practice any religion, or advo-
cate and protest for what each indi-
vidual thinks is right. As Americans,
we are allowed to express our beliefs
and call out the government because
of the protection of the First Amend-
ment.

I believe citizens of the United
States do not realize how different
our country would be without our
freedoms and democracy. We have
had this amendment for so long that
it is hard to think about what our
country would be like without it. We
need to stop taking it for granted,
though. In today’s society, we have
seen many protests and movements
that are making changes to better our
country. From my standpoint, the
importance of the First Amendment
in our lives is not something that
should be taken lightly. This amend-
ment allows our citizens to hold our
government accountable and make
America a better place to live. In fact,
right now, as you are reading this, I
am using one of my five guaranteed
rights protected by the First Amend-
ment.

Don’t take the First Amendment for granted
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