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MEQUON-THIENSVILLE

School recall election cost more than $58,000
By Lisa Curtis
lcurtis@conleynet.com
262-305-8934

MEQUON — Mequon-Thiensville
School district officials revealed last
week the total costs of the special
School Board recall election last year.
During a special listening session of
the School Board March 8, district
officials said that the special election
cost the district and taxpayers
$58,401.85. That includes:
■ Legal fees of $30,181.50
■ Logistics, such as ballots, public
notices, polling notification cards and
more, for a cost of $15,628
■ Time and services, which includes
election inspectors and poll workers,
for $12,592.35

The Mequon-Thiensville School District was responsible for all of the
costs associated with the Nov. 2 election process as there was no state,
county, municipal or judicial election
being held that day.
The recall was prompted by a group
of parents initially upset with the district’s COVID-19 policies, including
the School Board’s decision in August
2020 to start the 2020-21 school year
virtually for four days. The parents
later claimed the district was in
decline overall, with falling test scores
and declining enrollment.
By August 2021, organizers had
gathered enough signatures to prompt
a recall election for those School
Board members who were eligible to
be recalled because they had served

more than a year of their terms:
Wendy Francour, Erik Hollander,
Akram Khan and Chris Schultz.
The recall group, later operating
under the name Restore MTSD, put
candidates Scarlett Johnson, Kris Kittell, Charles Lorenz and Cheryle Rebholz on the ballot to challenge the
incumbents.
The incumbents won by at least 16%
or more.
The $58,000 figure does not include
the cost of destroying the ballots,
which, by statute, was done 30 days
following the election, according to
the MTSD Director of Communication and Engagement Molly Loucks.
The district’s business office has not
yet received that bill, but they do not
anticipate the cost to exceed $500.

Jackson dentist found guilty of health care
fraud and false statements
The Grafton resident will be sentenced in June
By Lisa Curtis
lcurtis@conleynet.com
262-305-8934

MILWAUKEE — A Grafton man who practiced dentistry
in Jackson and billed over $4 million for certain procedures was convicted in federal court last week on five
counts of health care fraud and two counts of making false
statements related to health care matters.
According to a press release from the United States
Attorney’s office, Scott Charmoli, 61, engaged in a yearslong scheme to defraud dental insurance companies into
paying for unnecessary crown procedures.
Federal officials say that beginning in 2015, Charmoli
started to aggressively sell patients on the need for crown
procedures.
“After convincing patients they needed crowns, Charmoli intentionally broke his patients’ teeth with his drill
and took pictures and X-rays of the damage he caused,”
the press release said. “Then, Charmoli sent images of the
damage he caused to insurance companies as support for
his requests for payment for the crown procedures.”
Insurance companies assumed that those images of
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damage to the condition of the teeth prior to surgical work
and subsequently paid the claims, authorities said. Many
of Charmoli’s patients also paid significant co-pays for
these crown procedures.
Federal authorities said that evidence showed Charmoli
performed far more crown procedures than most dentists
in Wisconsin, ranking in, or above, the 95th percentile of
crowns performed in each year from 2016 to 2019, according to data from just one insurance company.
“The evidence also showed that Charmoli billed over
$4.2 million for crown procedures between 2016 and 2019,
and that he performed more than 700 crowns each year
from 2015 to 2019,” the press release said. “In each of 2015
and 2016, Charmoli performed over 1,000 crown procedures.”
Authorities said Charmoli made false statements to dental insurers when they denied initial claims for crown coverage.
Charmoli is scheduled to be sentenced on June 17 by United States District Court Judge Lynn Adelman. He faces a
maximum term of 10 years in prison for each health care
fraud conviction and a maximum term of five years of
imprisonment for each false statement conviction.
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