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By Scott Sydney

We in the United States have a highly evolved culture. A
first-rate, first-world civilization. Our economy is the
envy of the world. Technology provides us with comforts
and entertainment, amenities unknown to any civilized
population since the start of time. We are smart, educat-
ed. And most especially, undeniably, hubristic.

Hardly seems possible that half the population believes
the other half to be evil when only a few years ago, yes,
there were disagreements but, we heard each other out.
We worked toward acceptable compromises and solutions.
Now, if you don’t believe as I do, you’re backward; you’re
dangerous; you’re evil.

Ask yourself this: How did we come to this point? How
is it we’re comfortable characterizing huge swaths of the
population as “deniers,” “homophobes,” “transphobes,”
“racists,” “white supremacists,” “domestic terrorists,”
“insurrectionists”? How is it we’re not embarrassed by
our complete lack of perspective, our total suspension of
reason or at the very least our absolute certainty in our
beliefs that nothing will shake our certitude? That alone
should provoke introspection.

But it doesn’t now any more than it did in 1600s Salem,
or late 70s Cambodia, early 2000s Venezuela, and the obli-
gatory yet valid 30s-40s Germany. Large populations have
been known to fall under delusions they mistake for real-
ity.

Hubris prevents us from seeing the obvious. That and
the fact that traditional, legacy information sources
broadcast willful taunts of governing authorities creating
rifts between all of us in order to secure power and posi-
tion for them.

What nonsense! Conspiracy theories! No reasonable
person would believe that!

No reasonable people would build mass crematoriums.
A reasonable people wouldn’t murder a near quarter of
the Cambodian population or purposefully starve mil-
lions of your own citizens in Soviet Russia. Certainly
burning people at the stake goes well beyond rational
thought.

But those people were not as sophisticated as we today.
Our demonizing of the other is fully justified. Just listen
to the experts. Pay heed to the hearings. Believe in the sci-
ence. You’ll see we are right.

What we see is a population manipulated by fear gener-
ated by believers in a certain worldview having charac-
teristics no different than any religious order but one
built on the beliefs of a Jim Jones or Karl Marx. Suicidal
and destructive in every sense.

Power and control by a ruling elite is at least as proba-
ble a theory for our present state of affairs, the current
mindless chaos, as half the population is racist, sexist,
homophobic, and you get the picture.

And that should give you pause. But your religiosity
precludes honest, unprejudiced thought. Something you’d
think an advanced civilization would have.

If we’re not going to talk dispassionately and reason-
ably with each other in order to bridge divides there are
only bad options. Forced compliance. No-fault divorce.
Civil war.

So. When you find others demonizing people they don’t
know personally and never met, stop them, shun them,
call them out, ostracize them.

When you find yourself demonizing people you don’t
know personally and never met, resist the temptation to
feed your ego and treat the other as you would want to be
treated. Sounds familiar.

(Scott Sidney lives in Cedarburg.)

School Board recall 
a detriment 
to community 

To the editor:
What I have always loved most

about Mequon-Thiensville is our
sense of community, as if the
spirit of a nation after 9/11 sur-
vived here in our bit of heaven.

But recently, I see a viciousness
that scares me, especially since it
has to do with Mequon and
Thiensville’s greatest asset of all:
our children. The vitriol and bul-
lying by a group of parents who
want to recall most of the School
Board to gain total control of the
schools is abhorrent. The fact
that political figures, such as
Alderman Gierl, are fomenting
this group is unacceptable. They
have invited in outside forces that
are creating a dangerous prece-
dent for our city, village, and ulti-
mately our country.

We all want what is best for our
kids. Sometimes that means
accepting policies that we may
not fully agree with, but that our
School Board and school adminis-
trators know what works best.
They are the experts. This is what
they are trained to do. The keep
our kids healthy, safe, and teach
them how to think — not what to
think. That’s what makes our
school district highly rated, and
our children’s futures successful. 

Our nonpartisan, duly elected
School Board members are
upstanding citizens of the com-
munity who dedicate their ser-
vice to maintaining and improv-
ing our schools, always with the
best interests of kids at heart.
They are chosen by the voters. 

To have overzealous parents
disregard the democratic process
in choosing our leaders is fright-
ening, and their threats reprehen-
sible. This isn’t D.C. or Califor-
nia. Recalling our elected offi-
cials, and turning our governing
School Board into an operational
one run by ill-equipped parents
would be the downfall of our
great schools, a detriment to the
well-being of our community, and
ultimately a failure for our chil-
dren. 

Mary McIntyre
Mequon

Hope for America
found at cross 
country meets

To the editor:
I have attended cross country

meets for over four years and I
have always walked away from
those meets with a sense of hope
for America’s future based on the
sportsmanship I have witnessed.

Cross country is generally not a
high-profile sport but it takes
determination, training, skill and
true grit to compete. Races (4K)
are run in all kinds of weather
with the exception of electrical
storms. I have been at races when
it was almost too hot to even be a
spectator and at races when I was
pelted with snow and sleet.

Do any of the runners ever
experience disappointments? Of
course! But never have I wit-
nessed name-calling, results
questioned or disrespectful
behavior. Competitors congratu-
late each other on individual
effort even though they may be

covered with sweat, exhausted
and sorely disappointed.

I was recently at a meet where
the first- and second-place run-
ners were only one-tenth of a sec-
ond apart. Was the boy in second
place disappointed? No doubt but
at the awards ceremony he shook
the hand of the winner and also
the third-place runner.

Contrast that behavior with
that of certain politicians. Yes, I
find hope for our country at cross
country meets.

Sandra Osborne
Mequon

When the U.S. flag is
used to divide us

To the editor:
On Saturday, Sept. 11, like most

other Americans, the 20th
anniversary of the terror attacks
was on my mind. So, as I pulled
up to the Paradise Drive and
Main Street intersection and saw
a crowd waving American flags, I
felt a sense of pride that folks had
come together locally. That feel-
ing quickly changed as I turned
the corner and noticed these
“patriots” holding signs opposing
masks and vaccines. Of all days,
this day when so many work so
hard to unite us, a group of self-
centered folks chose to use the
American flag to try and divide
us. I assume they must be of the
same ilk of those who carried the
American flag as they terrorized
the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6. 

As a democracy, we have always
found areas to disagree. But I am
so saddened to see a vocal minor-
ity use the American flag as a tool
of their hate and their efforts to

divide our country. Real patriots
use the flag to unite. Sadly, haters
are using it to divide. It happened
in Washington and it’s happening
in West Bend, Wisconsin. And it’s
a shame.

Thom Peters
Cedarburg

Thanks to those who
supported GCSF
Moonlight Golf Event

To the editor:  
The members of the Grafton

Community Scholarship Fund
Committee want to thank the fol-
lowing businesses for supporting
our fourth annual Moonlight Golf
Event. This event was held at
Edgewater Golf on Saturday, Aug.
21. A sincere thank-you to our
sponsors: Badger Optical, Best
Friends Veterinary Center,
Bloomin’ Olive, Cornerstone Com-
munity Bank, Donahue Account-
ing, Grafton Orthodontics, Heinz
& Sons 57 Auto Body, Hollrith Real-
ty, Hometown Heating & Air,
Investment Center of Grafton, Jett
Vance Salon – Sarah Hetzel, John’s
Pizzeria of Grafton, John Schnei-
der & Associates, Kapco, KKomfort
Heating & Cooling, Kurt
Kwiatkowski DDSSC, Mica Meu-
nier Lawrence Agency — Ameri-
can Family Insurance, Ozaukee
Realtors Association, Port Wash-
ington State Bank, PostNet, The
Bridge, The 024 Taproom, The
Hutch, and Yarbrough & Associ-
ates — American Family Insur-
ance.   

You, the businesses of our com-
munity continue to give us great

support.
Thank you to all of the golfers

who attended the golf outing and
to Danny and Jodi at Edgewater
Golf for organizing this event.
Because of the generous support
of the golfers, businesses, and
Edgewater Golf we are able to con-
tinue providing scholarships to
deserving GHS seniors.   

Thank you! 
Kelly Rieck 

Meg Canepa
Golf Co-Chairs

Grafton
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What do YOU think?
Look for your response in an

upcoming edition. Responders are
required to sign their names.
Please provide a phone number for
verification and the community
where you live. Your phone number
will not be published.

Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com 

What kind of chumps are we?
America is increasingly

becoming a country where if
you work hard, play by the
rules, take care of your fam-
ily, and live up to your
responsibilities, you are a
chump. Not only are you a
chump, but you are held in
contempt by those who want
what you have. 

Many of us grew up in an
America where we were
expected to build our own
American Dreams. In our
teens or early adulthood, we
would enter the workforce in
some low wage job to work
our way up the ladder. With-
out any real skills or experi-
ence, entry level jobs were
compensated accordingly.
Those first jobs were grunt
work, but they taught us
responsibility, diligence,
work ethic, and the value of
a day’s work. 

Now the thought of a
crummy first job has
become taboo. Some people
expect their first jobs to be
“family supporting” even
when there isn’t any family
to support. Convinced that
they posses a personal digni-
ty that wafts above the
demands of menial labor,
they sit home and sponge off
others while waiting in their
lobby of their own future. 

Some of us chose the path
of college to gain an educa-
tion necessary for our cho-
sen careers. We worked,
scrimped, and chose a col-
lege within our means.
Many of us also borrowed
money with the full under-
standing that it was a debt
we were incurring as an
investment in our own
futures and would pay the
money back with the wages

of that future. 
Now we are being told that

we must also pay off the bad
investments in others’
futures too. When that
neighbor kid took out mas-
sive loans to go to a college
she could not afford to get a
degree in something that
had little market value, she
made a bad investment. But
instead of being responsible
for her choice, she tells us
that we must pay for her bad
choice with a righteous enti-
tlement that is only learned
in our most esteemed uni-
versities. 

As we began our families,
many of us grew up in an
America where we were
expected to be responsible
for them. We had to feed,
clothe, house, and educate
our children so that they
would become responsible
adults who could build their
own futures and contribute
to their communities. This
often meant making person-
al compromises. We scaled
our living expenses to live
on one income so that one
parent could stay home or
worked overtime to afford
help. We bought the store
brand food, took “vacations”
to the neighboring county,
lived in modest homes, and
became masters of the thrift
stores. 

Now we are being told that
all those compromises we

made in our own lives to
care for our own families
cannot be expected of oth-
ers. Instead, we must pay to
feed every kid in school
whether their families can
afford it or not. We must pay
for child care for other peo-
ple’s kids. We are not per-
mitted to question the choic-
es of parents who enjoy
their steak dinners and
vacations as they expect us
to feed, clothe, and provide
child care for their children.
To ask such questions is
deemed insensitive and
inappropriate. 

As we thought about get-
ting older, many of us put
money away to care for our-
selves in our dotage. We
have spent a lifetime pulling
money out of our earnings
to stash away with the hope
of growing old. Again, we
made compromises. We ate
out less, bought cheaper
houses, made that old couch
last another year, and just
lived with that dent in the
car door instead of fixing it.
A lifetime of little compro-
mises is the price borne to
afford an independent old
age. 

Now we are being told that
if we have managed to save a
nest egg for ourselves that
we must share it with those
who never made those com-
promises. Even now, the lib-
erals in Washington and
Madison are eyeing retire-
ment funds as “wealth” to be
taxed and taken for those
who lived as if they would
never grow old.  

Now President Joe Biden
is mandating vaccines, but
only for Americans who are
working and being responsi-

ble. If you are an illegal
alien, are on the dole, work
for Congress, are a refugee,
or refuse to work, you do not
have to get vaccinated. Only
Americans who are gainful-
ly employed are being forced
to choose between getting
vaccinated and pauperism.
Irrespective of your opinion
on federal vaccination man-
dates (I vehemently oppose
them), only Americans who
are being responsible, work-
ing, contributing members
of society are feeling the
heavy jack boots of Biden’s
mandates. 

So what kind of chumps
are we? Why work hard,
make personal compromis-
es, and invest in a future that
you will never be able to
enjoy? 

These questions are why
socialism always fails. Peo-
ple are compassionate and
want to help care for those in
our society who are truly not
able to care for themselves.
When, however, people are
forced to work harder to pay
for those who are unwilling
to care for themselves, they
become chumps. And when
the chump’s burden of pay-
ing for their lazy neighbor
becomes too heavy and robs
them of the rewards of their
labor, then the chumps give
up and look for some other
chump to pay the bills. The
cascade continues until
there aren’t any more
chumps left to pay. 

(Owen B. Robinson is a
conservative political com-
mentator and former West
Bend resident. He can be
reached at owen@boot-
sandsabers.com.)

OWEN
ROBINSON

“Fortune favors the bold.” 
– Virgil 

TODAY’S INSPIRATION

LETTERS POLICY: Letters should be
signed and include phone number
and address so that we may verify
authenticity. Neither phone number
nor address will be printed when let-
ters appear. We reserve the right to
edit letters. Please keep letters to no
more than 300 words. Generally, 
letter writers are limited to one letter
every 30 days. Letters might appear
in multiple Conley Media publications.
• Email: letters@conleynet.com 


