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By Peter Kranstover

Calling names when all else fails as you sense losing a
debate never has any fundamental, lasting effect. It’s
usually off the mark anyway and by its nature, a fleeting
insult. It may feel good for one’s 15 minutes of fame, but
that’s it. If you have a whit of decency, it might even
result in regret. Yet politicians seem to like it, particu-
larly when it comes to attacking anything associated
with public, government action.

Hence we have a March 2 statement from State Sen.
Stroebel’s office criticizing state involvement in vac-
cines, saying that COVID-19 vaccine distribution shows
the “pitfalls of unchecked, government central plan-
ning.” Or Sen. Ron Johnson this past March 21 on Fox
News saying that Democrats want to flip his seat in order
to “complete the socialization of America.” Or business-
woman Diane Hendricks, as quoted in the Journal Sen-
tinel on Aug. 11, saying she wants to stop the U.S. from
becoming “a socialistic ideological nation.”

Perhaps she speaks from personal knowledge of social-
ism as she legally benefited in 2018
from $36 million in government-provid-
ed tax breaks, per the Journal Sentinel. 

Think about it. If you get a tax break,
use state or national parks, receive
Social Security, drive on publicly fund-
ed roads, receive an agricultural sub-
sidy or have discounted flood insur-
ance, are protected by bankruptcy law,
enjoy clean water, does this make one a
socialist? Of course not. And assuming
it did, is someone suggesting that
socialists be sent off to re-education
camp?

Are attempts at bridging the urban-
rural broadband gap with public funds
“socialistic?” Such an endeavor, much
needed in our rural areas, means sus-
taining our farming systems, rural

tourist communities and schools. Perhaps, as Mariana
Mazzucato notes in her book, “The Entrepreneurial
State,” such government-sponsored efforts can “crowd
in” investment, meaning they stimulate private invest-
ment that otherwise would not have occurred in areas
without government-supported projects like broadband.

These “public goods” are elements of a healthy econo-
my that do not arise spontaneously from the forehead of
the smoothly functioning marketplace, since the proper
“signals” regarding demand and supply are not heard
due to structural problems in the economy. These goods
do not fit into a nice theory of the marketplace because
they stand outside it in large part.

Socialism is the ownership of the means of production
by the state, by government, which is not something that
has ever proven efficient nor successful as history has
shown. That debate died in 1989. In some of the countries
I worked in, calling someone a socialist or even leftist
could actually get you killed, and sometimes did. Having
lived in the “socialist” republic of Sudan in the early
1980s, toured Poland during martial maw in 1983, and
worked in Nicaragua during the Ortega regime, futilely
searching for a Coca-Cola, I feel confident we are not
slouching towards “socialism.”

So why the popularity of the socialist epithet? Let’s be
frank — labeling people and policy as “socialist” is an
easy sound bite and, short term, may even be good poli-
tics. After all, socialism, central planning, indeed any-
thing hinting of government regulation is a familiar
refrain to a Cold War generation which learned to fear
declarations emanating from government. And that, as
we see repeatedly from the right, is the point — fear.
That’s the underlying goal — make people fear the provi-
sion of public goods by public institutions such as parks,
schools, roads, security, even voting places — as evidence
of a dark, malign place, a “socialistic ideological
nation.”

Yet public institutions, the government, “unelected
bureaucrats” to use a Republican favorite phrase, need
to step in with thoughtful policy initiatives on occasion.
People deserve and need services, particularly those not
magically provided by the marketplace. There is nothing
“socialistic” about it. It’s just smart governance and
public policy, offering opportunity where the market
cannot do so efficiently. If critics wish to call that
“socialism,” they would be wrong, but that’s their pre-
rogative. In my name-calling lexicon, I will continue to
label it good governance.

(Peter F. Kranstover spent 30 years as a Foreign Service
officer with USAID in Latin America, Africa, Pakistan
and Washington D.C. He lives in Cedarburg.)
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MTSD lawsuit over
emails could have 
chilling effect for par-
ents

To the editor:
I was alarmed to learn that a

Mequon alderman is suing the
Mequon-Thiensville School District
to obtain private parent email
addresses. Although Alderman Mark
Gierl states that his intention is to
provide a counternarrative to dis-
trict parents, I believe he intends to
share the email addresses with the
group of parents who seek to recall
School Board members, as well as for
his own political gain.  

Recently, Alderman Mark Gierl cir-
culated petitions and certified signa-
tures for this small group fighting to
recall the majority of our School
Board. During their dishonest cam-
paign, I was bombarded with unso-
licited emails and text messages
from this group. 

Why would a Mequon alderman
get involved with the governance of
our school district? Our city govern-
ment and our school district are run
by two distinctly different elected
bodies and do not overlap. It is
unethical and dishonorable for a
Mequon alderman to file an iniqui-
tous lawsuit at taxpayers’ expense. 

When I register my children to
attend school in the district, I am
asked if I want my contact informa-
tion released to the Booster Club, the
PTO, and MTEF. I must specifically
consent to those releases individual-
ly or else the district does not share
my information even with these
organizations whose sole purpose is
to support the district. Therefore, I
assume that the district does not
release my information to ANYONE
unless I specifically consent to it. 

Our taxpayer dollars are being
spent to protect parents’ privacy
from an unscrupulous alderman. If
the district is forced to capitulate to
this request, parents may withhold
their email addresses from the dis-
trict so that outsiders cannot access
them for nefarious purposes. How
will the district inform parents of
vital information in real time? Mr.
Gierl’s actions will have devastating
consequences for the well-being of
our school community. 

Amy Williamson
Mequon

Internet shouldn’t 
be considered a luxury

To the editor:
A few months ago, I learned some-

thing surprising. Internet is still
considered a luxury item in the eyes
of the government. In the day of
COVID, this came as a surprise
because so much of our lives have
turned to be held online.

Soon, I will be moving out on my
own. I’ve been living with my par-
ents for the last five years after leav-
ing grad school due to my mental
health. After two years on the wait
list, my name finally came up for
Section 8 housing. I’m excited to
move out on my own, but I’m con-
cerned about the high cost of inter-

net.
Generally, there are no internet

subsidies for those with very low
incomes. In the day of COVID, I
hardly see internet as a luxury item
anymore. Last year, many schools
went online and the lack of internet
accessibility put some students
behind their peers or were forced to
learn in person and risk getting
themselves or their families sick.

Fortunately, I was able to find a
temporary source of internet relief
in Wisconsin via the Emergency
Broadband Benefit Program. This
resource runs until six months after
the public health emergency ends or
when funds run out.

For me, access to the internet at
my parents’ house has allowed me to
keep up with my mental health treat-
ment virtually. I spend at least nine
hours on the internet participating
in various therapies via Zoom and
other telehealth platforms through-
out the week. Without access to these
treatments, I know I will end up in
higher levels of care.

That said, when I move out, I need
a reliable source of internet, an
affordable source of internet. I’m
concerned that since my income is
limited to SSI (around $880 a month),
I won’t be able to afford a reliable
source of internet long-term, and I
know I’m not the only one in this sit-
uation. I am moving into low-income
housing and I plan to apply for food-
share and energy assistance. 

As a community, we need to work
to create change so I, and many oth-
ers in similar situations, will contin-
ue to have reliable access to virtual
treatment and minimize the risk
that we will end up in higher levels
of care (an expense paid for by Med-
icaid), or worse.

Rebecca Reinholz
Mequon

Pit bull a ‘menace’ 
to Cedarburg

To the editor:
I am a subscriber to the News

Graphic and enjoy keeping up with
current events around Ozaukee
County. My first reaction to seeing
your article regarding the menace
known as Jinx the pit bull was one of
gratitude that this issue was being

brought to light for a larger audi-
ence.

But after reading, I couldn’t help
but feel that this article was slanted
toward these clueless pet owners
who continue to blame others for all
of the problems they ultimately
bring upon themselves. This issue
has nothing to do with “new neigh-
bors,” law enforcement, bad luck,
misunderstandings, etc. This is a
dangerous dog with negligent own-
ers — possibly the worst combina-
tion an innocent neighbor could
encounter.

I am appalled that they are apply-
ing for “emotional support animal”
status for this dog while all of us
innocent bystanders are forced to
suppress our emotions of fear and
uncertainty while going anywhere
near their residence.

And that picture? Obviously sub-
mitted by the owners to sway public
sentiment. Look how dignified he
looks on that leather chair. Have you
seen Ted Bundy in a suit? What a
handsome fella!

This dog isn’t your fault, obviously.
The incidents aren’t, either. But
innocent people are being attacked
and fear letting their children out of
their homes. These dog owners don’t
care. Remember, “the world is
against them” and they have nothing
left to lose. I simply ask that any-
thing you write further on this mat-
ter gives a little more of a realistic
point of view and less “alleged” inci-
dents (that are all very real) and
biased viewpoints by the only people
in this city that don’t need to active-
ly worry about this public menace.

Eddie Sauer
Cedarburg

Cedarburg versus dog
I am calling about the Jinx article in

the News Graphic from Tuesday, Aug.
31. I don't believe that the dog should
be taken from the people in Cedar-
burg. What they have is they have a
prejudice against a certain kind of
dog. Nothing has been said about the
other dog they have, which is a cute
pug. What Jinx is is an American

Staffordshire terrier, commonly
known or referred to as a pit bull,
which is a dog that people almost run
when they see one, not to mention
have their back to them, which is
absolutely incorrect. They should
look on the Web and see exactly what
the dog is used for. They are fabulous
with children and are fabulous com-
panion dogs. They get along well with

other dogs ... It almost seems like Jinx
is protecting his area, so I don’t think
Jinx should be taken away. There
should be training done at home as
well as at a facility where they do
training with the whole family —
before it is taken from the family, espe-
cially if it is a companion dog.

— Ann R. Mabry, 
Mequon

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

It’s not socialism 
just because it comes

from government
Sometimes government needs to

step in where marketplace hasn’t

“Though we travel the world over 
to find the beautiful, we must carry it

with us or we find it not.”
— Ralph Waldo Emerson

TODAY’S INSPIRATION

SOUND OFF

GUEST OPINION

FIRST AMENDMENT

The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
gives the press the right to publish news,
information and opinions without government

interference.  

What do YOU think?
Responders are required to sign their names. Please provide
a phone number for verification and the community where you
live. Your phone number will not be published.
Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com

SOUND OFF

LETTERS POLICY: Letters should be
signed and include phone number and
address so that we may verify authenticity.
Neither phone number nor address will be
printed when letters appear. We reserve
the right to edit letters. Please keep letters
to no more than 300 words. Generally, 
letter writers are limited to one letter every
30 days. Letters might appear in multiple 
Conley Media publications.
• Email: letters@conleynet.com 
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