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H.R. 1 doesn’t strengthen
election integrity

To the editor:
I laughed reading the League of

Women Voters shill for H.R. 1, a.k.a.
the “Corrupt Politicians Act.”

The League cites 67% support for the
bill; a poll likely conducted by Data For
Progress which supports progressive
activists and causes.

“A poll by the Honest Elections Pro-
ject (HEP) shows only 28 percent of
people who are informed about H.R. 1”
actually support it, according to
CNSnews.com.

Partisan interest groups, like
League of Women Voters, purport to
tell unbiased, unvarnished “truths.”
Rather than detail various provisions
in the bill, the League resorts to
puffery; pretending this legislation
strengthens election integrity,
advances voting rights.

The League suggests the bill “ful-
fill(s) the…promise of youth voting
access.” This “promise” seeks regis-
tering 16- and 17-year-olds to vote,
ignoring the 26th Amendment.

The bill bans all forms of voter ID by
states (34 have such laws). Gallup finds
4 out of 5 people polled support voter
ID.

The bill turns Election Day into
“election season” holding weeks of
early voting, mandating mail-in ballot
counts 10 days post election.

The bill restricts purging voter rolls
of illegal/ineligible voters.

The bill mandates automatic voter
registration applying for unemploy-
ment, Medicaid, Obamacare, college,
those coming out of prison.

Article I, Section 4 of the U.S. Con-
stitution specifically reserves to states
authority to determine conduct of

their own state’s elections. H.R. 1 fed-
eralizes elections, disregarding state’s
rights and the Constitution.

Partisan interest groups claim non-
partisanship, talk a one-sided story,
demonize anyone opposed. They feign
speaking for truth, justice, the Ameri-
can way but don’t fairly represent
other sides. The League of Women
Voters doesn’t believe you can make
informed decisions.

Find the analysis each side presents.
Decide for yourself. Don’t ever trust
third parties. Stop demonizing each
another. Castigate those promoting
political divisions. Let’s return to
some semblance of unity.

Scott Sidney
Cedarburg

Set the example: 
Share what we have

To the editor:
I grew up seeing my mother and

grandmother generously give of what
we had. It was small, many times, but
it was something that in my memory
lives large.

They gave in the church basket, and
they gave in winter coat drives. When
it was time to give at the school bake
sale, they gave then, too. When they
gave, I was witness to it.

And now, I continue the same benev-
olent tradition of charity and I prac-
tice it as I always have, with my chil-
dren watching. In my heart, I hope
that one one day when called to open
their arms, they imitate the example I
myself once saw from my mother and
grandmother.

This year, you have a chance to
share with another child who may not
be as blessed as many of us are, and as

fortunate as my own children have
been.

Now through August 12, Bridge the
Divide is hosting a school supply
drive. Take your children along with
you to the school supply aisles. Tell
them you are giving of what you have,
and have them pick items to donate for
another child who needs it for their
return to school. The area goal is to
provide at least 300 children with
backpacks and supplies for the new
school year. 

Let’s see if we can give some chil-
dren smiles on their faces when they
receive their own backpack filled with
markers, pencils, pens, crayons, fold-
ers, notebooks, glue, erasers, pencil
sharpeners, rulers, kid scissors.

The smile your children will have in
giving and knowing they are sharing
with another child will stay with them
until they are one day grown.

Just as mine has. 
Some drop off points are the Cedar-

burg library, Feith Family YMCA,
Port Washington library, Advent
Lutheran in Cedarburg, and Cedar-
burg and Grafton Police Departments.

Alexandra Schultze
Cedarburg

Urban chickens
I am commenting on the “Chickens may be allowed on

smaller lots in Mequon.” It will be down to three-fourths of
an acre and you can put up to four chickens. They have gone
down in lot sizes to as small as they can get and they’ve used
up most of the green space here they said they would abso-
lutely preserve. And now if my neighbors get chickens, I
will get sheep immediately. So that is how I feel. There is no
place in the city, and especially the one now where you’ve
packed houses even closer, for any chickens. Go to the store
and buy your own eggs. You don’t need any more farm ani-
mals running around here. You’ll have people staying up or
having guard dogs. There’s wolves around here and espe-
cially a lot of coyotes and the raccoons will have a great
time with all the feed. If chickens come to Mequon, sheep
will be immediately brought in also. 

— Ann Mabry, Mequon

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“ You only live once, but if you 
do it right, once is enough.”

— Mae West 
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Letters to the editor

By Angelina Cicero

Our local school district has made
Mequon and Thiensville a magnet for
families looking for a thriving place to
live, adding to the value of our homes
and thereby helping to keep our taxes
low and our community strong.

Nevertheless, last week my husband
received an email titled, “Restore Edu-
cational Excellence in MTSD!” Instead
of offering positive inspiration, this
heading delivers a negative, under-
handed, and untrue accusation. The
unnamed senders imply that MTSD’s
world-class educational program has
diminished in quality. This is a false
premise — one that insults the hard
work, tenacity, and achievement of our
exceptional students: young aspirants
who consistently achieve impressive
results in academia, arts, sports, and
community service.

During seasons of severe budget cuts,
during times of prosperity, during a
global pandemic, during peace and tur-
moil, MTSD delivers students an out-
standing educational experience.

The teaching staff is exemplary and
the students are highly motivated.

In our schools, children learn to
think deeply. They not only acquire
knowledge but also learn transferable
skills, engage in inquiry, conduct
research, produce and publish all
forms of art, and break records on
courts and fields. They become critical
thinkers, problem solvers, contribu-
tors, and leaders. Our students earn
scholarships, gain entrance to the col-
leges of their dreams, and start their
adult lives with high standards for
themselves because they have learned
from their families and their schools

what they are capable of doing and
whom they are capable of becoming.

Emerging scholars, capable but
reluctant learners, special education
students, gifted students, troubled
teenagers, school lovers and school
haters — all students learn and grow
in our classrooms.

I have taught English at Homestead
High School for the past two decades,
devoting my life to the children and
families of this community. With my
credentials and experience, I could
teach anywhere in the world at any
school. I choose to teach at MTSD. I am
also proud to have one Homestead
graduate and another student in the
district. Homestead is a unique and
amazing place, particularly because of
our strong K-12 program and commit-
ment to educational excellence.

As an AVID demonstration school,
we have hosted hundreds of teachers
from other schools who come to wit-
ness our instructional model. Alumni
come back to thank us, and they tell us
that the peers they encounter at their
colleges are just as smart as they are
but often do not know how to think for
themselves, write original thesis
statements for their papers, or lead in
group projects. Ours do. They have an
edge.

Academic rigor remains the corner-
stone of MTSD. Our students continue
to significantly exceed expectations on
every measure used to judge schools:
internal and external. To address two
other unwarranted accusations, we
have always met the state mandated
requirements for instructional min-
utes, and every school in the state has
seen the impact of the pandemic on
test scores and failure rates. This

should come as no surprise consider-
ing the disruption they have endured,
which has affected every aspect of
their home and school lives. We have
yet to see the full data from this year,
but like usual, I am confident our stu-
dents did extremely well.

Additionally, under the leadership of
our School Board, MTSD earned the
distinction of Moody’s Aaa bond rat-
ing, deeming the district one of the top
three most fiscally responsible schools
in the state. Our administrative team
led decisively and responsively during
the pandemic, ensuring that all fami-
lies had choices they were comfortable
with, that students were safe, and that
the doors were open when many
schools’ doors were closed.

New people wanting to serve on the
School Board, bringing new perspec-
tives and even calling for change, are
essential to a healthy community.
That’s how democracy works. Howev-
er, the anonymous MTSD recall team,
whomever they are, have chosen a
critical, divisive approach. I have to
wonder why. What we need, what our
students need, is a community unified
to support them in the aftermath of
the most significant challenge to their
education they will likely ever have to
face.

Now, more than ever, I hope the citi-
zens of Mequon and Thiensville can
rally together to advocate for a path
forward in unity, with kids’ needs, not
adults’ agendas, at the center.

(Angelina Cicero is an English teach-
er at Homestead High School. She lives
in Mequon.)

GUEST OPINION

Mequon-Thiensville schools deliver 
outstanding education to students

Recall attempt won’t help students as district recovers from pandemic

COMMENTARY Bill Yorth, Publisher & Editor-in-Chief
Ashley Haynes, Managing Editor
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GUEST OPINION

By Tim Stellmacher

In the last few weeks, I have read with dismay that the
politicians in Madison are touting their legislation that
they are increasing state equalization aid for schools AND
that the ESSER I, II, and III (Elementary & Secondary
Schools Emergency Relief) Funds are providing more than
enough monies for our public schools in Wisconsin. Noth-
ing could be further from the truth when analyzed from a
public school financial management perspective.

I write as a licensed school business manager and strate-
gic school business management consultant. I have worked
in two Wisconsin districts as a full-time director of busi-
ness services and, since 2015, have served as an interim, as
a consultant, and as a mentor in districts very large, medi-
um sized, and very small. Using the district that I currently

serve as an example, I make two very
important points for my fellow Wiscon-
sin citizens who might not understand
nor appreciate the Wisconsin state pub-
lic school funding and its corresponding
formulas.

An area legislator has recently pub-
lished an article stating that he is fully
supportive of public school education
and that funding public education is one
of the most important things we do as a
society. His fellow legislators in Madi-
son crow that they have increased the
state equalization aid for public schools
by many millions of dollars. Yet,
because of the revenue limit for all Wis-
consin public school districts, increas-
ing state equalization aid does NOT
increase new monies to fund public
school education. The thing that it does
do is lower the tax levy of public school
districts. It prioritizes reducing taxes
over making sure that public school dis-
tricts can fund solid educational pro-
grams. 

Convince yourself by referencing the
formula: revenue limit = tax levy + state equalization aid.

District X ’20-21: revenue limit $10,000,000 = tax levy
$5,000,000 + state equalization aid $5,000,000

District X proposed 21-22: revenue limit $10,000,000 = tax
levy $4,500,000 + state equalization aid $5,500,000.

The total revenue from the tax levy plus equalization aid
stays the same, even though the state equalization aid is
increased as NO NEW monies are available to districts
without increasing the revenue limit.

Because of the revenue limit, not only does the current
legislative proposal NOT provide any new monies to Wis-
consin public school districts, but the legislators’ claim that
Wisconsin public schools are receiving $2.6 billion in new
federal money totally misleads Wisconsin citizens who hold
outstanding public education dear to their hearts. While
the state indeed is receiving a one-time $2.6 billion in
ESSER relief funds, it is disproportionately allocated to a
few large districts in Wisconsin. Observe. A small-medium
district could receive over $50,000 under ESSER I, over
$200,000 under ESSER II and over $500,000 from ESSER III.
That is the good news. The bad news: The ESSER monies
from the federal government must be, and have been spent
on very specific things like COVID cleaning supplies, spe-
cial filters, and distance learning hardware and software.
Many districts will consider spending ESSER funds on
staffing and operations. If they do, there are no commit-
ments for future monies at this time, and balancing a dis-
trict’s budget in the future will have to be done by cuts, a
referendum approved by the taxpayers of the district, or
both. Those of us in Wisconsin school business manage-
ment consider the ESSER funds to be “fool’s gold” if not
used strategically.

The legislators in Wisconsin are either ignorant of Wis-
consin public school financing or they really don’t care
about proper funding of Wisconsin public school districts.
The conclusion of this writer: both.

(Tim Stellmacher lives in West Bend.)
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